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historic name Amis , Rufus , House and Mill 
other names/site number 

cit, town Vircr'l . n 
state North Carolina 

Ownership of Property 
[JQ private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

code NC county Granvi J J e 

Category of Property 

D building(s) 
[Xl district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

of Granville 

vicinity 

code 077 zip code 24598 

Number of Resources Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

7 buildings 

3 

11 

___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 
___ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register --'0-'--__ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
runomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and mee s the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

do s not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. r/ 
. 1-2q"~6 

Date 

r 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Industry/Processing/Extraction-
manufacturing facility 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Gothic Revival Chouse) 
Greek Revival Chouse) 
Other: vernacular Cmill)indllstr;al 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Vacant/not in use 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation __ s_to_n-:-e~-,-Ch_o_u_s_e ____ a_n_d_nu_· l_l-..:;) ____ _ 
walls ___ w_o_o_d---'C'--h_o_u_s_e-'::-)_-:----=-=---____ _ 

weatherboards Cmill) 
roof _____ ~m=e~t~a=l~C~h~o~u~s~e_.~a~n_d __ nu_·_l~l~) _____ _ 
other ___ ----.:,..:...:vo::...:o::...:d=--C~h=o::....:u=s::....:e=--=a=n=-=d=__:.:m=i=l=l:..!.) _____ _ 

brick (house) 

fXJ See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

The Rufus Amis House and Mill are visible to each other 
across cleared' fields and, a thin fringe of woods that rises up at 
the edge of Aaron's Creek. The mill is perched upon the steep 
southern bank of the creek, en framed to the north by its waters 
and to the east by a narrow branch that flows past the edge of 
the cleared fields down towards the house and its outbuildings. 
The race that still cuts in beneath the mill runs west and then 
south, past a frame former dwelling, terminating at the "former 
dam and mill pond that form the property's western limits. The 
three-and-a-half story mill has only one companion in scale and 
size in the county and the strikingly finished, one-and-a-half
story, Gothic and Greek Revival stylehousecalso has but a 
single, local, stylistic mate. The stylish house is still intact 
a rl d i rl goo d con d i t i 0 rl , and the en CI t"' m 0 us mill, tho ugh ~"J 0 )""n and 
abandoned, is sound; both have seen no significant changes over 
the yea)""'s. 

Many of the most popular elements of the Gothic Revival 
style adorn the exterior of the house. Its one-and-a-half-story, 
L-shaped frame is capped by six gables fringed with delicately 
sawn bargeboards. Board and batten siding climbs the heavy 
timbers of its walls, terminating in Gothic arches beneath the 
peaks of its gables, the roof of its altered wraparound porch and 
even the sills of its six-over-six and two-over-two windows. 
Pointed arches further crown some of its gable windows, a few of 
which are adorned with crossettes. Even the roof did not escape 
ornamentation originally; traces of hexagonal wooden shingles are 
visible beneath ~he present metal top. 

Features common to the Greek, rather than the Gothic, 
Revival style finish the interior. Its mantels are of the simple 
post and lintel variety common in the county and its four-panel 
doors are set into fluted surrounds which are, at the parlor, 
crossetted. An unusual feature is the presence of not one but 
two boxed stairways, each leading to an unconnected upstairs 
room. L-shaped, the house basically conforms to a hall-parlor 
plan, with the boxed stairs climbing from each of its front 

Tel t he east e)" .... YI side of t he house [II A II orl accorllparlY i ng sket ch 
map] are a half dozen outbuildings. Two are mortised and ~enoned 
a rl d con tern pO)"-' a )""' y wit h the h CI use, a s m 0 k e h a use [ E ] top p e cr by a 
gab led v e n t a rl dan ice h 0 use [ D ] , I ate t"' t )""' a nsf 0 )""'·m e din t 0 a 
striphouse, which is raised on large stones. Both mirror the 
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house in their use of board and batten siding. The other, 
early twentieth century, frame outbuildings are a privy 
barn CFJ, a chicken house CSJ and a corn crib [GJ. 

lateY', 
[CJ, a 

Following the private entrance lane north from the house, 
one passes the former mill pond and dam, the eastern edge of the 
mill race [I] and an abandoned, late nineteenth/early twentieth 
century, former dwelling [HJ. Continuing up the lane as it· turns 
e a st., p a '1""' all eli "1'"1 g the mil I '1""' ace, 0 n e ski '1""' t s the sou the '1""'"1'"1 

e I e vat ion 0 f the rn i l"l [ J] M R i sin 9 t h '1""' e e-and - a - hal f s t 0 '1""' i e s , the 
mill's mortised, tenoned and pegged timbers are hidden from 
outside view by weatherboards and a metal gambrel roof. They are 
s til 1 vis i b lei "1'"1 sid e , howe v e '1""' , a 1':'"1'"1 g wit h the '1""' e rn a i 1'"1 S 0 f 
equipment that once turned local grain and corn into flour, feed 
a"l'"ld mea 1. 

The 0 t"' i gin a 1 U "1'"1 d e t"' pin n i "1'"1 9 s 0 f the mil J. , inc 1 u d i "1'"1 g mas s i ve., 
tap e r"' ed, fie 1 d s t 0"1'"1 e pie t"' s , '1""' e m a i n i n pIa c eat its nOt"' t h sid e 
facing the creek; the south elevation is supported by the bank 
into which it is built. A horizontal tub wheel, the crux of the 

'mill's power system, is said to be hidden in the mud washed 
between the piers. The long, deep race that fed the wheel still 
cuts beneath these piers and the mill., terminating at the creek. 



:Ol"'fllf'/lr'" official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally [Xl statewide [illocally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Ga A D B 5W C D 0 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B 0 cOO 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

si~7Rcant Person 

Period of Si9nificance 
18508 - 1937 

Cultural Affiliation 

l:J/l'L 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Significant Dates 
18508 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[Jg See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rufus Amis House is one of only two surviving Gothic 
. Rev i val d we 1 lin g sin G r'" a )""1 v ill e Co un t y a )""1 dar'" a r'" e e x a rn p leo f a 
style that largely bypassed mid-nineteenth domestic architecture 
in North Carolina. (See associated Property Type 2 - Greek 
Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings) Its companion mill also 
has but a single, comparably scaled, mid-nineteenth mate in the 
county and it is one of the largest surviving mills of its era in 
the eastern Piedmont. (See associated Property Type 5~A. 

~ommercial, Industrial, Institutional and Religious Buildings -
Plantation Era) The outbuildings that survive near the house are 
reminders that those who ran the mill also farmed and evoke farm 
life in the last half of the nineteenth centu0y and into the 
early twentieth. Both substantial mill and stylish dwelling are 
representative of the economic vibrancy of rural Granville County 
during the plantation and bright leaf tobacco eras. (See 
associated Historic Contexts 1 and 2 - The Pla~tation Era in 
G r'" a n v ill e Co un t y? 1 746 - 1 865 ~ and B)· ... i g h t Lea f To b ace 0 and R u r"' a 1 
G r"' a n v ill e Co u nt Y'1 1 866 - 1 937 ) 

The h c' use a Y"I d mil 1 we r" e b u i 1 t for'" R u f usA m i s (1 835 - 1 903 ) a Y"I d 
his w i fe, Eli z abe t h ( 1 834 - 1 9 (> 0) , P r" 0 b a b 1 Y s h 0 r ... t 1 y be fOr"' e the 
Civil War. Between 1853 and 1860 Amis acquired more than 1500 
acres of land on Aaron's Creek, all of which may have been 
associated with his dwelling and milling enterprise. [Deed Book 
17, Page 434 (1853) - 201 acres; Deed Book 20, Page 129 (1858) -
656 acres; Deed Book 21, Page 313 (1860) - 4 acres; Deed Book 21, 
Page 327 (1860) - 5 acres; Deed Book 21, Page 519 (1862 
recording the purchase of his mother Elizabeth's dower in 1859) -
666 acres] A successful miller and farmer, Amis owned 19 slaves 
housed in four slave houses at the taking of the 1860 federal 
census. The exterior Gothic Revival and interior Greek Revival 
style of the house, its heavy timber frame construction, Amis' 
tenure in 1860 in the district within which it stands and the 
dates when he acquired his large tracts of land along Aaron's 
Creek indicate that the house was built in the 1850s. Because of 
the mill's heavy timber frame construction, Amis's profession as 
a rn ill e r"' and an 1 86(> dee d [ Dee d Boo k 2 1 , P age 3 1 3] t hat rn a 1-<. e s 
r'" e fer'" e)""1 c e t 0 " Ami s ' tTl ill s , I' i tis tho ugh t the rll ill was r"' a i sed 
during the same decade. 

Ami s ' h 0 use, the ext e 'j"' i 0 r'" 0 f w hie h was b u i 1 tin a sty 1 e 
r"'ar"'ely seen in the state, is clear"'ly 1 inked to t.he ... .r Gothic 
cottages popularized by the publications of New York architect 
And r"' e w J a c k son Dow)""1 i n g . C los e r"' t 0 h ':' rn e , i tis s i mil a r" i n rn any 
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details to the National Register-listed Thomas Capehart House, a 
cottage built in adjoining Vance County in the closing years of 
the 1860s and, in general style~ to the Joseph 8M Allen House in 
southern Granville County. The interior of the house conforms 
with the elements common to the Greek rather than Gothic Revival 
style in the county. 

Sold by the family at the opening of the twentieth century 
[Deed 800k 55, Page 459 (1902)J, the house, mill, race and pond, 
and the accompanying woods and fields, were purchased by Thomas 
M . Tal 1 e y i '('I 1 924 [ Dee d Boo k 83 , P age 34 1 J , i Y"I who s e fa mil y i t 
remains. He farmed the property, and a second farm he owned to 
the south, and ran the mill with his son, Drewery. When Drewery 
ente~ed military service in the early 19405, Thomas abandoned the 
mill and it has remained dormant ever since. 

The period of significance ends at 1937 because neither the farm nor the 
mill has achieved exceptional significance since that date. The area of 
significance logically linked with the grist mill, "Industry," has not been 
claimed because the industrial context for the mill is not developed in this 
nomination. 



Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County history 
located at Richard H. Thornton Public Library, Oxford, l~.C. 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Intervie\v with occupants Rosa and Sue Talley, February, 1987. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. }licrofilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ______________________________ __ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ________________ _ 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[K] State historic preseNation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property _____ a.=...p.=...p_r_ox_lID_, _a_te_I--...:y=--2_4_a_c_r_e_s __________________ _ 

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

[iJ See continuation sheet 

Qg See continuation sheet 

[K] See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Marvin A. Brown Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/F..istorian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date --...:8::..,.,/'-...:1::...;8=..!/.....:8=-..:7 ___________ _ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Officet~lephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N. C • zip code 27565 
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LJJ:11. F~E;F s RshlCES 

Zone ~asting I\lo·,.. .. t h i l'i~.1 

I~ 17 702150 404LJ·9S0 

B 17 701370 404B040 

C l7 701370 404i~850 

D 17 701 820 L~044 730 

E 17 701 820 404 L}t:,50 

-------------

ZO'l'le EE'ist i 'ng t,1 0 ~". t i: i l' q;:J 

F .1.7 702120 404i.J.550 

G 17 702110 40'+·4560 

H 17 702220 Lj·044·560 

I 17 702240 4044790 

Beg inn i ng at t he po i Ylt p. 1'7 702 J. 50 '+044·980 on t h2 USGS 
r.J 0 I Y [l (.:·n , \I~ h e '(' e the YI O}"~ the ) .... n ban 1.<. '.:' f A {':\ ) .... (:I n' s C}"" e e k i sin t e r'" S 2 C t '2 d 
by . '~Ile r=-13ste~"'n bank of the b~"'-=lY'lch '.::!f r)D.r-·on's C'l''''ee.k, cont. inuing 
a 1 Cr Y', ~J . t /1 e Y'I':' to. the r' n ban k 0 f A 2. '1''' 0 !"'I' S C '1'''' e e !.( as i t Cl. 'l'i 9 1 e S 5 1 i 9 h t 1 Y 
·('I()r-.t~I't.Je5+; appr-'oxirnately 500 feet tel Point B: l7 701,3 7 0 4045040 eln 
the pol y 9 0 '1': Ilk, e r" e the f ':' r'" nl e r'" rn ill 'r" ,:i C l~ 'r'" 1_'. n '1'1 i n 9 i rn fJ1 e d i ate 1 y bel r:r w 
A a r" c, '1'1' 5 C r" e e k t U r" n s S r:r u t h . CO'n t :i. n I. tin g s Cr u t h ina 5 t 'r'" a. i 9 h t 1 i n e 
a p p )'" ':' x i fli ate 1 y 4 ~ (> 'F e e t, a 1 0 '1'1 9 the II) F::? S t e r'" ned 9 e 0 f the f r:r 'r" fI1 e 'r" rn:i 1 1 
1'''' 2. '2 t:.:: , t':l poi n t C: 1 7 7 (> 1 '37(> /.:·0 f+ 't 8 5 U Cr nth e pc: 1 y 9 1':1 n , IIJ h e 'r'" ~ the 
f Cr r" rn e r" rn j 1 1 \0" ace rll e e t:3 P. 2. 'r"' CI n ~ S C 'r" e e ~ as the c r" e e k t U r" n 5 W 2 5 t r, 

b 2 i 'II g. the S 1 teo f the f 0 r- rn e r-' rn ill darn. F (:r 1 1 0 V,I i '1" 9 the n c« (' t h f::? r" n 
barll-.:. of A2.r"C'n'~.; C'r"e2H. a.s it rlle~'I'lde'r"::; in a =;outhwest21""'ly dir"ect ion 
i:;\ p P ~ ... C,)< j. ~i: 3 t 2 1 '/ <30<) of e Eta 'r" 1':', ,_'. n c:: the we s: t t::?)'''·n b CI)'''' del"" 0 f t h f2 f :,'r'" r:l e r'" 
mill pond site to point D: 17 701820 4044730 on the polygon, 
whe'r"e Par"'cln? 5 C'r"eek t 1.\'1''''1''''15 IrJ2st ah'(~Y fr"r:rrn the fOl" .... fll<?;-... mj.ll pond 
5 i t; E' • C C.I n t. j, n u .i. n gin <3 s t i· ... c' 1 9 h t 1 i 1"1 e d J.l. E:""I sou t h a l':'l~~ 9 the w e ~; t e 1"". n 
t::' d ;1 e 0 f t h 2 f' 0 t'" m :':2 )"-. fJ1 ill P 0 n d s i i:; I:;:> , 21. P P '1'''' 0 >{ i fl' a t ~7 1 Y 2 (l 0 fee t t 0 

poi n t E: . J, '7 70 1 8 2 0 40'1 .~. E. 5 (l r:..:r y', the p 1:1 1 Y L::j c)", , • Con t i ~-I i_t i YI 9 d IJ E e a. s t 
in c.( S t 1-·21.L gilt. i.1 ne ,=:q:'l P)"C Y i r'12. t e J. y ?OO f 0E~'C .=.\ 1 C,'I"'I ~~ 1; ~H~ so u t h 21"-"(1 f-?d 9 P. 

of· i::.11 e. f 0)" fIl e;~ r 11 ill P Cr r·; d s j t e t; h 'r~ 0 ' .. i ~J h thE..:' 9 r~ .:. v E ':' f i; 'r- e est 0 p ,:: i n t.: 
F : 't '1 ·70 c: 1 ;~: 0 -4 i:l 4 4 6 50 0 nth e p () 1 ~J J ;:; 0 r I , at the £? d 9 e r::r f the f 2- r'" r: I 

c 1 e cu· ... i n 9 ~ C, 0 ""I tin!J 1. Y'; gin a 5 t r~ B. i 9 r. t lin e due so I.l t hap p 1"" 0 x i in r.:1 tel y 
/j- 50 f 2 eta 1 01":'1 91; h e e d De ::. f t;: E' v..' 0 I': I ci ::;. ~ t (;I po in t G ~ 1 "1 702 1 1 <) 

40 Li-4550 c:n th~~ pCtlygcln, t-.:he·(··:?' t:~,e tt"'E:'(?' line tu)''''n,s 82.St. 

Co n t i y: t.t i YI~!. i. )"" c.~ S t: r" a i 9 h t 1 i n e Ij u e f-l G. s:. t , i'il.l .:. n 9 thE' 2 d 9 E «:I f' the 
~>..)oods~ , appt-"oxiniately 350 feet to poi)"','!:; i-I~ 17 702~?2(J L;·04L:·5EO O'l'i 
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the polygon, where the tree line turns north. Continuing due 
north in a straight line approximately 500 feet along the edg~ of 
the woods, until the tree line intersects with the eastern bank 
of the branch of Aaron's Creek at point I': 17 702240 4044790 on 
the pol Y g on A • Con tin u i n g Y'IO)'"' t h a I,:, Y'I g the e a s t e)'"' n ban k 0 f the 
branch of Aaron's Creek approximately 950 feet to the point of 
0)'-' i g i Y'I .. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICAT~PN 

Approximately 24 acres that have been a historic part of the 
property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property's 
historic setting are being nominated for the National Register. 
The nominated area contains all the vital elements of the milling 
operation and farmstead including the dwelling, outbuildings, 
f cw' rn e t"' mil 1 t"' ace, f 0 t" me t-. mil I po Y'I d , a Y'I d the 0 Y'I 1 Y t"' e m a i Y'I i Y'I g 
cultivated fields that date from the property's period of 
significance.. The remaining acreage on the property is now 
woodland, and is no longer used for farm production. Because 
this acreage has been substantially changed so that it no longer 
contributes to the historic integrity or historic significance of 
the property as a plantation era and bright leaf era farm, it is 
not included in the nomination .. 

The northern boundary of the nominated property from UTM 
points A to B includes the mill race and a farm clearing to its 
south and excludes woodland to its north. The western boundary 
from UTM points B to C includes the mill race and the farm 
clearing to its east and excludes property.that falls outside of 
the owner's property line to its west; in the absence of tax 
maps or survey maps for this property that could accurately 
locate property lines, points on the USGS map that corresponded 
with the former mill race were chosen as the best alternative to 
delineating property lines.. The remainder of the western a~d 
southwestern boundary from UTM points C to D, D to E, and E to F 
includes the site of the former mill pond and excludes woodland. 
The boundary marked by UTM points F to G, G to H, and H to I 
includes the cultivated field to the south of the house and 
excludes woodland. The remainder of the eastern boundary from 
UTM point I to the point of origin includes the farm clearing, 
dwelling house, outbuildings, and the branch of Aaron's Creek to 
its west and excludes woodland to its east. 
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BOUNDARY CLARIFICA TION/ AMENDMENT 

Rufus Amis House and Mill, 
Granville County, NC 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

When the National Register nomination for the Rufus Amis House and Mill was prepared as part of 
the Granville County multiple property listing in 1987, the boundaries were devised without the 
benefit of tax maps or plats because none was available. Approximate distances and directions were 
given verbally and graphically based upon site visits, verbal information from property owners 
regarding property line locations, and examination of USGS maps. 

When the parcel containing the Rufus Amis House and Mill was placed on the real estate market 
recently, a survey by a registered surveyor was prepared. A comparison of the nomination site map 
and the recent survey reveals that the nomination boundaries are incorrect, apparently due to an error 
in locating the mill pond when the nomination was prepared. As a result of the boundaries having 
been drawn incorrectly, the acreage also was calculated in error. 

The purpose of this amendment is to correct the verbal boundary description, verbal boundary 
justification, UTMs, and resource count. This clarification of the boundaries does not encompass any 
additional resources. In the course of preparing the recent survey, however, it was discovered that 
one of the contributing structures, an early twentieth-century frame chicken house cited as liB" in the 
original nomination's inventory list and site map, has been destroyed. Thus, the amended resource 
count should be as follows: 

7 contributing buildings 

1 contributing site 

2 contributing structures 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the nominated property are shown by the bold line on the accompanying survey 
map prepared by Ben L. Bryan, P.A. for The Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina, 
Inc., October 22, 1992 (file no. 1992231), drawn at a scale of 1" = 200'. 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

Approximately 32.65 acres of the property encompassing the Rufus Amis House and Mill maintain 
historic integrity and convey the property's historic setting. The nominated area contains all the vital 
elements of the-milling operation and farmstead including the dwelling, outbuildings, former mill 
race, former mill pond, and the only remaining cultivated fields that date from the property's period 
of signfiicance. The remaining acreage on the property is now woodland and is no longer used for 
farm production. Because this acreage has been substantially changed so that it no longer contributes 
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to the historic integrity or historic significance of the property as a plantation era and bright leaf era 
farm, it is not included in the nomination. 

Acreage: 32.65 acres 

UTM References 

1. 17:701940/4045040 
2. 17:702200/4044970 
3. 17:702240/4044480 
4. 17:70186d4044440 

State Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this nomination meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets 
the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my 
opinion, the property meets the National Register criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant statewide and locally. 

U~f) 6~ ) / () , /, '. / 
(JI ( I CUM '. ~ "-" , ! l · 
Signature of certifying ~ffi4ial/Title Date 

NC State Historic Preservation Officer 

State Agency 
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